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Varaha-purana (1, 16, 6-10) ;@

“Who indeed can fathom your form as it really is ? Some-

times myriad-headed, myriad-eyed and myriad-footed; some- g
times with but two arms, and at times four-armed; sometimes ?:
devoid of all limbs and subtly pervasive like sky. At times, you >f
become readily known to our minds, and at other times per- #

ceived only in deep contemplation. For some, you are full of s
forms, shapes, qualities and aspects; and for others, totally de- %
void of any identifiable form or attribute. Some realize you as %
pure awareness, and some only as pure existence. However, T H
what we prefer is the view that you have a magnificent and be- %
witching form, charming our hearts and bringing hope and &

succour to our lives. It comes well within our inner experience, %
and its authenticity as beyond doubt”. . *
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i Tallapaka Annamacharya - Sahitya Bhava i{:
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a,s This song of Annamacharya takes us to spiritual ?tf

¥ heights of Venkatachalam and gives us darsan of %
s Tiruvengadamudayan who captivates us with His everlastmg
% smile ‘Chidvilasa’. The self-mainfested idol on the banks *
% of Swamy Pushkarini shows His ‘Varada Hasta’ and which *
% echos ‘Deergha Saranagati’ - the easy path for solvation.
% This shrine is mentioned in Rigveda, Tolkappiyam,
% Silappadikaram and other ancient texts. This God is wor-
s shipped by saints, seers, kings, intellectuals and devotees
% from times immemorial. The Alwars of South India have of- %
sk fered flowers of pasurams to His Holy Feet. Tallapaka %
% Annamacharya, the mystic saint-poet of 15th century, who %
% has designed his life on the foot-steps of Alwars composed
s thousands of songs in praise of this KALIYUGA
% PRATYAKSHA DAIVAM. What Krishna was to Meera
% Venkateswara was to Annamacharya. Just as Jayadeva pro-
s pounded RADHAMADHAVA TATTVA through his %
% ASHTAPADIS Annamacharya portrays Alamelmanga
Srinivasa Tattva in his Sankirtanams. He sang with pristine
purity of Surdas and preached with courage and conviction
of Kabirdas. This wandering minstrel of Venkateswara belived
in monotheism. His God the only God being Venkatachalpati.
% This gifted Vaggeyakara started his prolific composing after
the momentary vision he had of the Lord, which inspired his
songs and sharpened his perception of the Ultimate Reality,
We get a glimse of his creative genius and towering person-
ality from his works, almost a reflection of his mind and the
& period he lived in. To quote my guru Sri Rallapalle
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% Anantakrishna Sama”... in them Annamayya prays and praises %
% the Lord, makes love to Him passionately in a hundred ways,
% converses, argues and even quarrels with Him, once in a while §
% jests with Him too, then meditates on His many paradoxical %
% attributes, confesses his countless failures and apprehensions,
% sues for His grace and finally surenders himself to Him as the
% first and last refuge”. %
% Annamacharya was acclaimed by his contemporaries $
s as PADAKAVITA PITAMAHA, SANKIRTANACHARYA #
$and DRAVIDAGAMA SARVABHOUMA. He made re- %
* markable contrbution to Telugu Literature and the later poets s
s were greatly influenced by his imagery, expression, idiom #
s and native vocabulary. He is said to have composed 32,000
% songs both in Adhyatma and Sringara aspects. He wrote
% Sringara Manjari (Manjari dwipada), twelve Satakams,
* Sankirtana Lakshanam (in Sanskrit), and Venkatachala-
mahatmyam. All his works were engraved on thick copper-
plates under the direct supervision of his son Peda
Tirumalacharya and his grandson China Tirumalacharya (both
of them were also great composers. Annamacharya, Peda
Tirumalacharya and China Tirumalacharya are called as
% Tallapaka trinity). This rich legacy had been lying hidden for
some centuries in Sankirtana Bhandaram, located in Srivan
Temple. The greedy have melted thousands of these copper-
plates caring for the cooper ignoring the value of composi-
tions. At present we have only 12,000 compositions, Sringar:
Manjari, one Satakam and the rest of Annamacharya’s works
% are irrevocably lost.
% In Telugu Literature only Annamacharya’s composi-
& tions were the earliest. Prior to Annamacharya there were
% songs. Nannechoda in his Kumarasambhavam refers to the
folk songs sung by SABARA WOMEN. Palkuriki Somanatha

%
: g s
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describes varieties of padams (songs) sung by the devotees
while climbing up Srisaila hills. Not even a single song is
recorded and retained by posterity. Krishnamacharya’s
Simhagiri Narahari Vachanams were also earlier to
Annamacharya but they were only blank verses.
Annamacharya carefully systematised the song by adopting
desi metres and shelving orthodoxical exigencies. During
the same century the songs composed by Karnataka
Haridasas Narahari Teertha, Sripadaraya and Vysaraya were
quite popular. Purandaradasa was an younger contemporary
to Annamacharya -and according tro Chinnanna’s biogra-
phy Annamacharya Charitra, both the Saint-Composers
meat at Tirumala. Annamacharya has evolved a song of his
own with absolute unity of RAGA - BHAVA-TALA. The
scope and structure of his song, he has discussed elaborately
in his Sankirtana Lakshanam. His song contains PALLAVI
and CHARANAMS. The pallavi contains the central idea
of the song. If the given idea is not completed in one sen-
tence it 1s extended to another sentence which goes by the
name Anupallavi. The explanation and elaboration of the
1dea continue in the charanams. The last charanam invari-
ably contains the MUDRA (callophone of the author). The
raga and talam will be uniform from beginning to the end.
Quite contrary to this a particular form called SULADI
emerged in Kannada Literature during 15th and 16th centu-
ries wherein each charanam will have a different tala. We
have only one of its type in Annamacharya which goes by
the name DESI-SULADI. The pecularity of this form is it
1s RAGA TALA MALIKA.

Annamacharya’s compositions are basically classi-
fied into two categories SRINGARA and ADHYATMA.



Wm«w % Lo )5S T dogen p;%
* The former deals with MADHURA BHAKTI and the later *
% dwells in DEERGHA SARANAGATI. His Sringara §
% Sankirtanas express unusual spiritual beauties. Even in
% ADHIBHOUTIKA plane he evokes ADHYATMIKA spirit
% and his Sringara padams are built on the strength of a well-
% known saying “PUMAN VISHNU RITI KHYATO
$ STRIPRAYAM ITARAM JAGAT”. His devotion or love
% for God is in no way different from that of Gopikas to Lord
#% Krishna, which was platonic love. This is the love of soul for
# soul, a love in which sensual desire has no place. In his un-
# adulterated thoughts of Sringara (AMALINA SRINGARAM)
$ We can notice Viswa Sringara Nayikas swimming relent-
% lessly in the curreents of Madhurabhakti craving for the per-
manent embrace of Parama Purusha SAYUJYA. His
% Adhyatma Sankirtanas reveal the fragrance of Visishtadvaita.
% Annamacharya a perfect man, in whom bhakti and prapatti
& are highly embedded. He was a direct disciple of Adi-Van-
¥ Sathakopa yati of AHOBIL MATH. He was greatly inspired %
% by the life and philosophy of Ramanuja. He advocates a
% society - breaking the barriers of class, caste and creed. His
TANDANA PADAM reverberates the UPANISHAD Vakya 4,
“SARVAM KHALVIDAM BRAMHA” and the message of 3
Bhagavadgita in “Vidya Vinaya Sampanne Bramhane Gavi g,
Hastini Sunichaiva Svapakecha Panditassamadarsinaha” %
Annamacharya elaborates this idea, “Brahmam is supreme.
The entire creation is one and the same. God is all-pervading.
b3 The slumber of the king and the servant is one. The Brahmine
and Chandala are walking on the same ground. The Sun
shines alike on the elephant and the dog. Lord Venkateswara
does not make any discrimination. He dwells in every soul.

e Ne e

%
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1. This desi-Suladi (A rare composition) is presented at the
* Annual conference of the madras Musci Academy on December, 28, 1978.

%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
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Annamacharya was free, frank and outspoken. He
% was not a hypocrite. “What do I care for these temporal
% riches. I always look to the service of Lord Venkateswara”.
% He cared more for his own experiences rather than others.
% He gave expression both to his inward and outward feel-
% ings. He lead, a life of straightforwardness (ARJAVAM).
% This quality is shaped in his song which is simple, sweet
% and sharp. This independent spirit and absolute commit-
s ment to Almighty made him to say ‘NO’ to a powerful
% Vijayanagara King Saluva Narasingaraya when he wanted
#% him to compose a song in praise of him. “This tongue is
% used to praiss NARAHARI but not NARA” he declared.
% He rather submitted to king’s fretters of wrath and he could
s break the royal chains with a song and made the mighty
% king to surrender.

The song that tempted the king is full of literary
beauties. The Nayika (Alamelmanga) came out of the nup-
tial bedroom and was caught by mischievous Sakhis. They

% started teasing her -

*

e ***********%***%*%**%*%*%%%%%%%%
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See how kasturi is sprinkled on her tender lips ! Don’t
you think it is the love-letter written by her to her husband.
See how reddish her eyes are ! Don’t you know the reason,
she has fixed her glances on the bozom of her husband think-
ing that he is not looking at her. When she noticed that her
husband is seeing, instantaneously she withdrew her glances
and the reddishness of the eyes is due to the touch of blood.
(The glances are compared to arrows.)
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Annamacharya’s contribution to Literature is mag-
nificent. The value and volume of his works are unparallel
in the history of Telugu Literature. He has systematized the
form padam. Padam, Sankirtana, Kriti and Pata are synonyms
and Annamacharya’s grandson declares that Annamacharya
Kriti is full of Vedic thoughts, Puranic stories and secrets of

% Lo oS Do doen
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Alamelmanga Srinivasa Divya Dampatyam.
3 T TATRAA, I

He has liberally made use of colloquial Telugu,
native idiom and vocabulary. We can find a kind of diglos-
sia in his works wherein we can feel simulaneously the
textual and colloquial usage. His mental perception and won-
derful imagery has influenced the later Telugu poets and
Bhattumurty of Vasucharitra fame (16th century poet and
who is considered as Sangitarahasya Kalanidhi) adopted the
blue-print of Annamacharya’s Sringara Manjari for build-
ing up his famous Kavya Vasucharitra. He created a Triveni
Sangamam with PRAKRIYA-BHAVA--BHASHA, which
is inimitable and he made every one of us to have a holy
dip in that Sangamam chanting Venkateswara Ashtakshan
‘Oum Namo Venkatesaya’. Chinnanna, while writing
Annamacharya’s biography, declares that the songs of
% Annamacharya are PARAMA MANTRAMS.
% Purandaradasa meat Annamacharya at Tirumala and says
that “Annamacharya is the incarnation of Lord
Venkateswara and his songs are MANTRAS. When we ut-
ter and chant them all the evil spirits will vanish”. Perhaps
that is the reason why the saint-poet Annamacharya did not
% use his name as callaphone. Tiru Venkata, Venkata
B Venkataraya etc, Mudras are found in his compositions. The
P poet also sings thus, “ANNI MANTRAMULU INDE
* AVAHINCHENU VENNATO NAKU KALIGE VENKATESU
* MANTRAMU”. It is not the music, it is not the literature
% but it is Bhakti that is the soul and essence of his song.
%
%
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% This VENKATESWARA BHAVA KUSUMAM of- ¥
% fered by Annamachaya, I am able to present only because of ¥
% our great friend, Sri T.T. Vasu who is committed to propa- %
% gate Annamacharya’s compositions and help T.T.D. in this %
s noble task. I am beholden to our Executive Officer, T.T.D. §
% Sri N. Ramesh Kumar, LA.S., and to the authorities of
% Madras Music Academy but for whose benigne love I would
% not have attempted this. My pranams to all RASIKAS that s

A@

e

sk have graced this occassion and gave me a patient hearing. s
% Dachuko ni padalaku taga ne chesina puja livi sk
% puchi ni kirti rupu pishpamu livi yayya sk
% “O LORD TREASURE THESE FLOWERS %
¥ OFFERED UNTO THY FEET” %

>3
#* s

%

e S e

A reporduction of my Lecture in Madras Music Academy and it was *
awarded (SURYAKANTAMMA'S) as the Best Lecture of the series, *
9
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Gayana Patu (Asthana Vidushi Ahobila Mutt)
Smt. Radha Padmanabhan
[ CLASSICAL CARNATIC VOCALIST)

Smt.Radha Padmanabhan ( B.1947) hails from Tanjore District in Tamilnadu
from a family of Scholars which is dedicated to serve and propagate Visishtadvaitha
Dharma. Her parents ' Ranganayaki and M.S.Krishnan' provided devotional music
atmosphere to her which was further strengthened and supported by her husband,
Sri. C.V.Padmanabhan, who also has vast knowledge in Music. Her taste and aptitude
for Carnatic Music was sharpened and well guided by her Gurus Sarva Sri.B.V.Raman
and B.V.Laxmanan who belong to the 5th Generation disciples of Saint Thyagaraja.

Sri Vedantha Desika's 'Sree paduka Sahasram', is acclaimed as the quintessence
of Upanishads, Brahmasutras and Bhagavatgita. Tirumala Tirupati Devashanam's
Sree Venkateswara Recording Project produced the 10 cassette Album.

"Kanakadurga Suprabhatham " composed and rendered by Smt. Radha
Padmanabhan was released by HH.Sri Jayendra Saraswathi of the Kanchi Kama
Koti Mutt.

"Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Gana Mala " was released by the Jeer of
Ahobilamutt H.H.Sriman Sathagopa Sri Narayana Yateendre Mahadesikan.

"Sri Venkatesa Krithi Sourabham " a rare cassette of Balaji Kritis
composed by the Trinity and others, sung by Smt.Radha Padmanabhan was released
by T.T.D. on Ugadi, the 18th March 1999.

"Daya Sathakam " 108 slokas in praise of ' Daya' of Lord Venkateswara
composed by Vedanta Desikan was released on 30th june 1999 by T.T.D.
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Sri Pudukkottai R. Ramanathan

Son of Late Sri K. Ramaswamy Iyer was born in 23-5-1938. He had his
Bachelor of Music from Annamalai University.

He is the desciple of Sangita kalanidhi Kumbhakonam Rajamanikyam
Pillai. He has 50 years of experience as Violine Artiste and accompanied many top
-ranking Artistes. He was awarded gold medal by the Music Academy, Chennai
1961-62. Sri Chkra Mahapeetham, Vellore has awarded a title "ISAIGNANA
SIROMANI"

He started his career as Lecturer in Music S.V.University, Artiste,
Annamacharya Project and retired as Lecturer and head of the Dept. of Violin,
S.V.College of Music and Dance, T.T.D. (1981-86). His Violin Solo Audio Cassette
of Annamacharya Sankirtanas produced by T.T.D. is much appreciated. He has
composed music for more than 75 devotional audio cassettes in various languages.
He has become the Composer Member of THE INDIAN PERFORMING RIGHT
SOCIETY LTD., 1998. His Service as the artiste of Annamacharya Project in
presenting 5000 Sankirtana programmes throughout the country is worth
mentioning. He was backbone for the success of propagation activities of
Annamacharya Project from 1978 to 1981.
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Srimati Alekhya

Srimati Alekhya is a graduate in English Literature, Psychology and
Philosophy and also holds a bachelor's Degree in Dance ( Bharatanatyam) Osmania
University. She holds a Post Graduate Degree in Ancient Indian Histroy, Culture and
Archeology. She is at present doing her Ph.D. in the " Padams of Kshetrayya and his
contribution to Telugu Culture "

Having acquired a firm grasp on the Art from both as a performer and a
Research Scholar she has emerged as a mature teacher. She is at present working as
Head of the Department of Dance, Telugu University ,Hyderabad. She assists her
Guru Smt.Uma Ramarao in choreography and training of talented youngsters at
LASYSPRIYA a Non-Profit institute founded by her Guru.

With the combination of all the above qualities of Art and vast experience
with her she brings out in her performance, the true portrayal of Indian Culture. Her
scholarly demonstration of various subjects like the compositions of Annamacharys,
Kshetrayya, Jayadeva, Sarangapani and the technique of Kuchipudi have won wide
appreciation from great kuchipudi masters and scholars. She has many Honours and
Awards by several cultural and Literary Organizations for her DEDICATION AND
CONTRIBUTION TO THE FIELD OF DANCE. In the two decades of her performing
career she has risen from performance to performance and isa welknown name with
the connoisseurs of the Art Forum.
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Kumari B.V. Subbalakshmi

Kumari B.V.Subbalakshmi, M.A,. Music daughter of Smt. Bandi
Syamala, a noted Veena Artiste. Apart from performing Classical and devotional
programmes , she is training young boys and girls in kammatic music and especially
Annamacharya Compositions. She ts doing cxccllent service for the propagation of
our traditional and devotional music through 'Nadabharati' a voluntary organization
in twin cities. She is with 'Annamacharya Balanandam' in the Picture.
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Annamacharya Mission is a Charitable Trust established on 25th
September 1999 under Registration No. 139/99.

AIMS & OBJECTIVES :

To Preserve and propagate Annamacharya and other
Devotional literature, Culture and Heritage,

To  Establish research centres, release publications and to
propagate through mass media.

To  Establish Music and Dance Schools and to impart
education and art skills in the younger generation.

To  Conduct Programmes throughout the world to strengthen
the activities of Mission.

To  Undertake the activities of production of Cassets, C.Ds,
C.D. Roms, Short Films, Documentaries, Episodes etc.,
for propagation of Mission.

To Develop and release Cultural Magazines in different
languages.

To  work for the welfare of the people at large and aim for
National Integration.

To Do any other act for the advancement of general public
utility without distinction of caste, colour, creed or
nationality.

The donations made to Annamacharya Mission shall be exempt
from Income Tax under Sec. 80-G of the Income Tax act 1961.

ANNAMACHARYA MISSION
2-2-647/103/102, Sai Residency
Central Excise Colony, Hyderabad- 500 013.
& : 7603158, 7645533, 7661549
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